
Orthodox Lutherans— 

South Carolina 

on 

“The Spirit is doing a new thing!” 

Orthodox Lutherans – South Carolina exists 

in order to uphold traditional expressions of 

Christianity and Lutheranism within the 

South Carolina Synod. At present OL-SC is 

not affiliated with Lutheran Churches in 

Mission for Christ (LCMC) or Lutheran 

CORE (Coalition for Renewal). We are sim-

ply an association of South Carolina Luther-

ans, rostered and lay, who through worship, 

prayer and reflection seek a unity and com-

mon voice while encouraging commitment to 

reforming the SC Synod and the ELCA. 

Dear Orthodox Lutherans, 

 

      I was discussing the decisions made 

at the  ELCA 2009 Churchwide.  While I 

do not support the decisions, my friend 

does.   When I asked her how she  

thought the decisions were rooted in 

Scripture, she said,  

 

“Well ,the Spirit is doing a new thing!”  

 

I don’t want to discount the work of the 

Holy Spirit, but I also still feel confused 

about the  CWA decisions. What do you 

think? 

 

Peace in Christ, 

A Lutheran 

“We reject the false 
doctrine that consid-
ers the Scriptures to 
be a mere historical 
document expressing 
only general religious 
truths and containing 
the values of religious 
convention, illus-
trated by the facts it 

reports… 

 

“We reject the false doctrine that tears apart 
the unity of the Holy Scriptures, rejecting the 
Old Testament or even replacing it with non-
Christian documents from the ancient pagan 
history of another people. For the unity of 
the Holy Scriptures in their entirety and their 

unity alone is Christ... 

 

“We reject every attempt, for one‟s own ar-
bitrary reasons or based on one‟s personal 
devotional experience, to separate God‟s 
words from human words in the Holy Scrip-
tures. Luther‟s saying that the Holy Scriptures 
are God‟s Word wherever they bring us Christ 
does not give us room to arbitrarily choose 
whatever we want from the Scriptures. The 
entirety of the Scriptures as they have been 
collected in the canon brings us Christ. But 
the Holy Spirit may reveal Christ to us any-
where in the Scriptures and at any time. The 
Holy Spirit that speaks to us through a word in 
the Holy Scriptures is always the spirit of the 
whole of the Holy Scriptures, and thus can 
never be confused with one‟s own pious ex-

perience in selecting whatever one pleases…” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer,  
Herman Sasse, et al. 

Bethel Confession: August Draft 

 



The Spirit does new things!  
 

Every day! 
 

In the first few verses of Genesis, we read 
about the Spirit of God at work to create 
and sustain. 

 
“...and the Spirit of God was moving over the 
surface of the waters.”  Genesis 1:2 

 
That work continues each day in the new 
life we see among and around us.   

 
 
But more importantly, the Spirit is at 
work within us as well.  

 
“...the old creature in us with all sins and evil 

desires is to be drowned and die through daily 
contrition and repentance, and on the other 
hand that daily a new person is to come forth 
and rise up to live before God in righteousness 
and purity forever.”   

Luther’s Small Catechism  
On Baptism, Part IV 

 
This is the continuing creative and  
sustaining work of the Holy Spirit— 

to bring us to new life in Christ. 

And this is how the Spirit 
bring us into new life... 

 
Looking to our confessional document, 
the Small Catechism on the third article 
of the Apostles‟ Creed,  Luther explains: 

 
I believe that by my own understanding or 
strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ or 
come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the gospel, enlightened 
me with his gifts, made me holy and kept me 
in the true faith...  
 
 

When is the Spirit NOT  
doing a new thing? 

 
 When that “new thing” claims Scrip-

ture is not relevant 
 
 When that “new thing” relies on the 

Spirit contradicting the Spirit‟s pre-
vious work in Scripture 

 
 When that “new thing” is based on 

personal revelation or experience 
that runs contrary to Scripture 

______________ 
 
Orthodox Lutherans—South Carolina are 
happy to proclaim the Holy Spirit‟s crea-
tive and sustaining work.  We see it 
daily in our lives and in the lives of oth-
ers.  We hold claims that the Holy Spirit 
was doing a new thing at CWA „09 to be 
highly questionable.  For us, it appears 
to be not the Holy Spirit, but merely the 
spirit of the times (Zeitgeist) at work. 

 

More questionable claims to 
come... 
 
Many sit on the fence about the issues 
surrounding CWA „09.  Many also are 
quick to point out that the passed 
resolutions do not allow for same-sex 
marriage or even blessing and that the 
decisions are congregational.   But the 
question remains—what comes next?  
 
 
Lutherans Concerned/North America, 
the leading advocacy group for the 
changes, let everyone know in its April 
11, 2010 press release that: 
 
“although we are closer to full-participation 

than we ever thought that we would be, 
there is still further to go.” 

 
 

 And what might “further” mean?  
Since LC/NA‟s stated values include: 
 

 “advocat[ing] for the ecclesial changes 
necessary to ensure full participation in all 

rites, sacraments, and ministries of the 
Church.”  

[emphasis added] 

 
 

we can well assume that church will 
not see respite from these issues until 
same-sex marriage is normative. 


